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RESPONSE 

We are receipt of the Office Action dated February 12 , 
2003, and the following remarks are made in light thereof. 

Claims 1-41 are pending in the application. Pursuant to 
the Office Action, Claims 1-13 are allowed, which applicant 
gratefully acknowledges. Claims 14-17 and 23-30 stand rejected 
under 35 USC 103 as being unpatentable over Yamazaki et al. 
5,365,080 in view of Yamazaki et al. 5,627,084. Claims 18-22 
and 31-40 stand rejected under 35 USC 103 for obviousness over 
Yamazaki et al. '080 and Yamazaki et al. "084, and further in 



view of Kato et al. 5,589,406, 



In the method of the present invention, a first laser beam 
and a second laser beam irradiate an amorphous semiconductor 
film. The first laser beam is an excimer laser beam 
(independent claims 15, 16, 19 and 20), with a wavelength of 
308nm (independent claims 14 and 18) or a wavelength of from 126 
to 370nm (independent claims 17, 21 and 22). The second laser 
beam has a wavelength of 532nm (independent claims 14, 15, 17, 
18, 19, and 21) or a wavelength of 370 to 650nm (independent 
claims 16, 20 and 22) . 

Yamazaki '080 discloses YAG laser radiation for the second 
laser annealing step. However, Yamazaki '080 does not disclose 
a second harmonic of a YAG laser radiation. 

Yamazaki '084 discloses a second harmonic of a YAG laser. 
However, in the present invention the first and second laser 
beams conduct first and second laser irradiation to crystallize 
the amorphous semiconductor film. Specifically, the first laser 
beam crystallizes the amorphous semiconductor film into a first 
crystalline semiconductor film. To further crystallize the 
first crystalline semiconductor film into a second crystalline 
semiconductor film, the second laser beam is used. By use of 
the second laser beam, amorphous regions of the first 
crystalline semiconductor film are crystallized without 
disturbing the already-crystallized regions of the first 
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crystalline semiconductor film. Thus, a second crystalline 
semiconductor film having a high uniformity is obtained. 

The second harmonic of a YAG laser beam used in the present 
invention is suitable for crystallization of a semiconductor 
film. However, Yamazaki '080 does not suggest any wavelength 
for the YAG laser radiation used in the second laser annealing 
step. 

Consequently, for the foregoing reasons applicant asserts 
that none of the independent claims 14-22 would have been 
obvious over the cited art. Claims 23-40, all of which are 
dependent claims, would not have been obvious for at least the 
same reasons . 

Accordingly, applicant asserts that claims 14-40 are 
allowable, and respectfully requests reconsideration and 
allowance of these claims. 
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